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Introducing our new School Competitions 

Short story competition 

For World Book Day this year we will be running a short story competition 
for 1st class to 6th class.  All entries must be original stories. Make sure your 
story is less than 2 A4 pages long. Stories can be written or typed but make 
sure it is interesting. A prize will be awarded to 1st/2nd class, 3rd/4th class 
and 5th/6th class so try your best! Typed stories can be emailed to the office 
and written stories can be brought into school. World Book Day will be on the 
2nd of June so all entries must be submitted at least a week before this. Best 
of luck to everyone entering! By Róisín Clarke 
 

   Calling all Budding Photographers 

Photography Competition 

We are running a photography competition next term with the theme 

Appreciation. Children from all classes are welcome to enter. Each 

person is limited to one entry. All photos must be unedited. We will 

accept photos from the 25th of April, so feel free to start taking them 

over the Easter Break. Please send all 

entries to photocomp@clonmellonns.ie. There will be a winner 

from each class, and an overall school winner will be chosen from 

these. We look forward to seeing your photos, and best of luck to 

you all! By Simone Erestain 

 

 

mailto:photocomp@clonmellonns.ie


Class News 

Junior Infants 

Junior Infants enjoyed their first green day ahead of St.Patrick’s Day, we decorated the 

classroom with bunting and shamrocks. We learned the ‘Walls of Limerick’ for our céilí 

outdoors in the beautiful sunshine along with performing an Irish poem about a leprechaun with  

 

Mrs. Lynch (SEN teacher) helped the Junior Infant children plant lettuce. There has been great 

interest in keeping them watered and watching them grow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Aistear (Learning 

through play) our 

topic was ‘The Vets’. 

Our role play area had 

children acting out 

scenarios with sick 

pets, the vet checking 

them over and sending 

them home feeling 

much better. In the small world area 

children played with a farm set and figures 

acting out the vet coming to look after any 

sick animals.  

The construction area 

allowed for designing 

and building of 

examination tables, 

dog grooming vans, 

cages and barns for 

animals. In the fine 

motor area the children 

worked with dyed rice 

(which went down a treat!) to form their 

letter sounds among other activities. 

 



Senior Infants 

Our Aistear theme this month was The Zoo. We had a busy time 

creating enclosures for the animals and feeding them hay and 

food using tweezers. We made buggies for the zoo keepers to 

drive around the zoo and trailers to carry the food from Mobilo. 

This was the first time that we played with Kid Knex and boy was 

that lots of fun creating our zoo animals. Our fine motor station 

involved creating animal masks using crepe paper. During role 

play we explored the zoo using maps and we took turns at being 

a zoo keeper and tour guide telling the visitors to the zoo all 

about a particular animal 

 



First Class 

Lá Fhéile Padraig 
 
This year for St Patrick’s Day and Seachtain na Gaeilge combined, each class learned and performed an Irish 
song. First Class learned ‘Shotgun’ by George Ezra as Gaeilge and even made a car out of cardboard for the 
show. They worked really hard to master the tricky lyrics, but did so with ease, even putting on an extra show 
for each other at Tadgh’s birthday party! 

 

             
 
‘For St. Patrick’s Day, we worked really hard 
on Shotgun as Gaeilge. It was fun and 
challenging when we started, but then it got 
really easy the more we practiced.’ Hugh 
Bermingham 
 

 

 

 

 
Lovely Lettuce 
 
Mrs. Lynch very kindly gave First Class the 
opportunity to plant and grow lettuce in the 
classroom. This was a really fun, hands on lesson. 
We are growing Oriental Mizuna and Oriental 
Mustard Red Frills. We are growing the lettuce in 
planters on the window sills in the classroom and the 
children are taking responsibility for watering and 
rotating them each day. We are seeing lots of growth 
already, and can’t wait to taste them when they are 
ready. 
 
‘I had lots of fun planting the lettuce. I had never 
heard the names of those types of lettuce before, but 
I have seen red lettuce. I can’t wait to eat it!’ Hayden 
Morrissey 
 

  
  
Fr. Murphy’s 
 
The school took part in a running competition in Fr. Murphy’s running club in March. Juliette, Ella and Aaron 
represented First Class and put on a super display. All of our movement breaks on track are really paying off it 
seems! 
 
‘I ran in a race at Fr. Murphy’s running club. We had to sit and wait to get our medals and trophies. We went 
on a bus to get there. It was really fun.’ Aaron Mangan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Ms. Drumm joins our class 
 
In March, Ms. Drumm joined our class as a student teacher. She has taught us some really interesting and fun 
lessons, like where does light come from, and the story of Queen Meabh and the Táin. We’ve even made 
Easter pinatas during her Art lessons. She will be leaving us at the Easter Break and we will miss her lots 

 

 

 

 

Second Class 

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 

In school we danced a ceili for seachtain na Gaeilge. We danced it on the 16th 
March. We did it to music outside on the big yard and we danced with first class. 
We also sang a song in Irish. It was the Hocai Cocai. It was the same day as the 
ceili.  Stephanie Corcoran 

We did art for St, Patrick’s Day. It was a pot of Gold with a rainbow coming out of 
it. By: Drey Boshoff 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Pancake Tuesday 

On Pancake Tuesday we made 

pancakes in school. It started 

normal but then Ms McCormack set off the fire 

alarm while she was frying them!!! Pod four was 

in the kitchen so she blames them. But the 

pancakes were actually super nice. You could 

have Nutella, maple syrup or just plain.  

 

 

 

By: Grainne O’Neill 

 



Hurling Training 

On the 1st of April we had hurling 
training with Tommy. First we did some 
running and then we did some drills. 
The last thing we did was a match. I 
scored two goals. I was marking my 

cousin Grainne. Hannah Clarke 

 

Fr. Murphy’s 

We went to Fr. Murphy’s on the 24th. It was so much fun. Jack in sixth class 
came first in his race. I came fourth while my best friend came third. I got two 
medals and so did my best friend. By: Paidi Melligan 

 

Rock Your Socks  

On the 1st of April the school wore crazy socks. In 
my class Micheal won a homework pass but it was 
Friday so he can use it whenever else he wants. 
By: Jane Malone 

 

  

RSA Poster Competition 

A few weeks ago we had an RSA Poster 

Competition and guess what???? I won. My 

secret is to try your best. By:  James McNeice 

 

3rd Class 

Fr. Murphys Cross Country 
 

On Thursday the 24th of March 48 people in our school went to cross 

country in Fr. Murphys in Athboy. There were six races, two three 

for the girls and three for the boys. In the sixth and fifth class boys 

Jack McGuiness came 1st place, in the girls one Laura Duffy came 

3rd place. In the third and fourth class boys Ross Henry came 8th 

place, and for the girls Sarah Reilly came 6th place. In the first and 

second class race Dara Boyce came 3rd for the boys and Hannah 

Clarke came 4th for the girls. Everyone did very well.  By: Sarah Reilly 

 

 



 

Fun in the Playground 

 The blocks are fun and creative. We can make lots of stuff with the 

blocks, we can make towers and pyramids and walls and more. The 

creator of the article is Daisy Crichton. The people who help bring out the 

blocks are Ava, Emily, Aoibheann, Neveah, Chloe, Alanna, Katie, Neeah, 

Sarah and me. In the picture we made something we think looks like a 

Roman Battle Tower. We didn’t even mean to make it look like this. Well 

it still looks cool. The creator of the building in the picture is Neveah 

Walsh. Our class has very creative things to make with the blocks like 

towers and pyramids and walls and lots more. The blocks are so easy to 

make stuff with and we love the blocks. I hope others also like to play 

with the blocks. This class likes to play with the blocks. We all enjoy 

them very much. I hope every class in the school gets to look at this 

article. I hope everyone in the school gets a chance to play with the blocks 

because they are very, very fun. I would suggest making a really tall 

tower with them if you want to.  I hope every class gets them for at least 

one day.  I hope you all like this. By Daisy Crichton 

 

 

Going Back To Normal! 

 

Before covid we had mixed yards, no sanitizers and we’re back to that 

now. Some of the people in our class play with 4th or 5th or even 6th! 

They play basketball or football. Some people enjoy it like me but some 

people think it's too crowded and don't like it! By:Neeah Mulvey 
 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4th Class 

Cross Country 
[Father murphy’s] 
For cross country they’re  were 8 

people that were picked for each 

class[4 girls and 4 boys].Then when 

the day came we went on a cool bus 

to father murphy’s. There were 

loads of running activities to do 

there. Loads of people were there 

and everyone in clonmellon  was 

super. (for people who weren't in on 

friday to hear the announcement) in 

Luckily Clonmellon National School 

won the competion[for the schools]. 
Kim Beggan  
 

 

   
 

Mothers day 

 
For Mothers day to honor our mothers we made art and the teacher kindly put out all of the supplies and let 
us do what we wanted as long as there was no wasting. Everyone made really good art. We used celery to 
help us make some great rose prints that looked great. There was a bunch of celery rubber banded together 
that Isabelle had that everyone loved. Unfortunately the teacher forgot to let us bring them home Friday so 

most mothers had no gifts, but we got to bring them home on Monday. - by Saoirse Savino 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art by Louisa Scully 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Farrelly 
Ms.Farrelly came in as a student teacher. It was 
around the first of March she came into the school 
to teach. Her lessons are pleasant and fun. She has 
Taught S.P.H.E, English, Maths and Drama so 
far. She is teaching 4th and she teaches you three 
lessons a day! We have really enjoyed having her in 

our class. -Kim beggan 

Mindfulness 
For one of Miss Farelly’s lessons we did mindfulness. In 

mindfulness we were trying to calm down and focus on 
one thing.She put on mindfulness music on and we all 
closed our eyes. After that we did one more and then 

smelled a cotton bud with essential oils in it. We also 
expressed our feelings of how we felt when we were 
breathing in and out and when we were listening to 
mindfulness music.  

 

Times Tables against 3rd 

On wednesday we were doing a times table quiz against 3rd class. We did it 

outside with chalk on the basketball court. We had to run up to the far side of 

the basketball court and right down the times tables. It was fun and both classes 

were really competitive. I don’t know for sure who  won but  I think it was a draw. 
 

The ceilí 

We practiced for a week for the ceilí. When the week passed 

we did the actual ceilí and I thought it was really fun. At some 

stages it was funny but overall it was great.We  danced to 

the walls of limerick,the Siege of ennis and we did a song. 

Junior’s and senior’s song was  tá leprechaun in a hin-fuin 

crann,1st did shotgun in Irish,6th did tóg amach mé,and 

5th[7] did africa in irish,5th class [8] did cailín na Gaillimhe, 

mixed which made it easy. It was fun. 
-Kim Beggan 

 
Class dojo mistake (breaking news) 

 

Our teacher Ms. Mc’Entee/Mrs.Fagan accidentally 

reset our points! Some students had over 2,000 

point deleted! I asked Teamhair  her opinion on the 

situation. “I think it's a terrible mistake!” she said. I 

then asked my fellow student council member Kim 

Beggan ``I think it's very annoying” she said. I then 

asked Lana Carson ``It is diabolical.” she replied. 

You know the drill next was Ms Bridget she said 

“It's a real pity.” Then it was Ms Farrelly ``Uhm no 

comment.” was her answer. Aoife Hand was next “I 

think it was a simple mistake.” Next was 

Ms.Mc’Entee. “It's a lie! It's all a lie!” I replied “we 

have witnesses.” There was no reply after that. This 

went on for a few days before the teacher restored 

the points with points named A, B, C and D. This 

mistake will be remembered forever in the history 

of Fourth class.1,000 points deleted! She contacted 

class dojo and they couldn't help her but said they 

would look into it being a feature. The entire class 

said they had never seen their monsters so ugly 

before. I interviewed a few students to have their 

verdict of the situation.   

 
-Saoirse Savino Fourth class. 

 

Biodiversity 

Recently we walked to St.John’s 
Church. We were looking for animals 
and such. We were split into groups 
of 3. Our teacher took some photos 
of us. I found a woodlouse and a 
rabbit hole.We had a few sheets that 
we had to fill in about what we found 
around the church.We had around 
eight groups of 3.We went at around 
2:00 at came back at around 2:35.On 
the way back Danny seen saw 
some  really cute lambs.We also saw 
loads of signs of spring like flowers 
and tree blossoms.It was really nice 
to see loads of nature and to get out 
and have some fresh air. 
By Kim Beggan  



5th Class Room 8 

Cross country  
We recently did a cross country in Father 
Murphys and Navan! Classes 1st up did it! At 

Father Murphy's Cross country, we won all 
the trophies from all the other schools! And 

at the Navan Cross country, it was 4th class 
up. The girls in our class aka 5th won third 
out of all the other schools! All the 5th girls 

who participated got a medal! And We are 
very proud of everyone who participated. 

-By Daisy Mulvaney 

 

 

 

 

Céilí 

At the Ceilí, we practiced the Walls of Limerick 

and the Siege of Ennis. It was great fun but 

sometimes we messed up. Before that each class 

did a song in front of the whole school! Junior 

and Senior infants did Tá leprechaun in a shuí 

faoin crann. First Class did Shotgun in Irish,5th 

Class room 7 did Africa in Irish,5th class room 8 

did   for the next! 

-By Daisy Mulvaney 

 

The 

 all made

The Bake Sale 

On the 19th of March Teah, Maisie and Melissa 

had a bake sale in aid of the I.S.P.C.A.They all 

took part in the baking and preparations for the 

bake sale.They sold 54 cupcakes,14 scones and 

20 cookies. In total they raised €236.50 for The 

I.S.P.C.A. We all made flyers so we picked the 

best one and gave them to all our 

neighbours.We are all passionate bakers and we 

all love animals and hope to have more charity 

bake sales in the future to help different animals 

By: Melissa, Maisie and Teah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5th Class Room 7 

Peace Proms 2022   
Peace Proms 2022 will take place on the 8th of May. 

Our class and two others are participating in the show at 
the Helix. We practised the medleys for the first workshop 
with Greg Beardsell, along with the many other schools in 

the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and Liverpool.  
 
Sixth Class and the two Fifth Classes practised together 
either in Ms. Little’s Fifth Class room, Ms.Craughan’s Fifth 
Class room or in Ms. Darby’s Sixth Class room.  
 
As well as learning to sing the songs, we had to learn actions to certain songs.   
 
Due to the venue having to be changed, the Peace Proms 
show has been downsized. Clonmellon N.S was one of the 
many schools to have been chosen to perform.  
 
The two workshops were a great opportunity for us 
to  work on performing in front of other people (there were 
lots of schools on the call!).   
 
We are very excited as it is our first time being a part of the 
show.  
 
Some of the featured tracks include: 
Pop Medley (Get Up And Dance and Dance Monkey to name a few) 
Dance Medley and a very special song that we are learning in ISL (Irish Sign Language)…. 
We are very excited to be learning this song and are working hard to perfect it. 
By Isobel Dixon and Muireann Smith (5th class rm7) 

 

 

Baking: 5th class room 7 2022  

 
In room 7 5th class, We reached a total of 10 class points so 

as a reward we were given a whole day to bake cookies. On the 

11th of March we were assigned into groups of four and we 

were sent one group at a time to the back table to start making 

a few batches of cookies each. 
We had to measure all the ingredients carefully with kitchen 

scales so we didn't add too little 

or too much in the cookies, our 

teacher then went down to use 

the oven in a staff room to cook 

each batch.  Around 2pm at the 

end of the day, the cookies were 

complete so we divided them up 

equally between everyone with 

around 2 or 3 cookies per 

person, overall it was a good day 

we all greatly enjoyed it.  
By: Maya Cummins 



6th Class 
 

Boys Football  

So first of all we went to our local pitch in 

clonmellon [St. Pauls]  . Our first game was against 

The Downs and we bet them by two points. So after 

that we progressed to the next game which was 

against multyfarnham, and we won that by thirteen 

points. Then last Tuesday we played Lochgar and we 

won by two points. So this Thursday we are playing 

in St. Lomans in Mullingar and hopefully we can win 

that. 

 By Christopher Monaghan  

 

 

 

 

Girls Football Team 

The girls football team was formed in 

early March, when they started training 

sessions during their lunch time.  After 

waiting a long time they got details on 

their upcoming matches. So far the 

team has only played one blitz. Here 

are some reports from the day.  The 

match was held at St. Paul's football 

pitch on the 25th of March. The girls 

kicked off the blitz with their great 

game against St. Tola’s NS.  It was 

clear the game was going well when 

after five minutes the girls had scored 

some smashing goals and points. By the end of the first game the girls had played incredibly leaving St. Tola’s 

with no scores. The team got a well deserved break as the next match was St. Tola’s against St. Fechin's. For 

the next match it was Clonmellon against St. Fechin's.  It was a tough game but the girls team won and again 

leaving St Fechin's with no scores. They are now going straight to the quarter-final.   Well done girls you did 

great! By Olivia Clarke 

 

    

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Our Greece projects 

 

Our class has been researching Greece for the past few weeks and we did 
projects on the country. We included: where it is, natural landscapes, famous 
landmarks, a map of Greece, the climate, the flag, its national anthem, its 
education system, its democracy system, native animals, historical facts, its 
culture, famous people and other interesting facts. It was very fun to do and we 
got to pick our own partners. So far Erin, Anna and Olivia and Sophie and 
Emeline have presented theirs. After you present your project you get 
feedback from the class and you get a sheet from the teacher that has 2 stars 
which are things you did well on your project and a wish which is something 
you could improve on.  There are still loads more projects to present and we 
are looking forward to them all. By Aimee Coughlan 

 

 Seachtain na Gaeilge 
Our School had Seachtain na Gaeilge on the 14th to the 16th of 
March.Each class learned a song or poem in irish and on the 16th, the 
day before St Patrick’s Day we all wore green and each class 
performed their song or poem to the whole school and later in the day 
we did our chéile and we danced The Walls Of Limerick and The 
Siege Of Ennis.We all had a great time learning and performing our 
songs and doing the chéile. 
By Erin Melligan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running 
Over the past 2 weeks our school has attended 2 cross country 

competitions and have done great in both. The first one was in Fr. 

Murphy’s, Athboy and the next in Navan racecourse/ adventure center. 

Though they were challenging, our students ran very well. For the Fr. 

Murphy's competition 4 girls and boys from each class from 1st up could 

go, and for the competition in Navan 4 girls and boys from 4th and 6 girls 

and 6 boys could go from 5th and the same with 6th. For the Fr.Murphy’s 

competition our school was brilliant! 

We won best girls, boys and best 

overall school! 2 people named Sarah 

Ledwidge and Tony Ennis came to do a presentation of the many trophies 

and medals we won. For the competition in Navan we also did very well, 

especially since there were way more people at this race. Well done to 

everyone who took part in the race. By Anna Reilly 

 

 



Westmeath Skills Challenge 

 

The Westmeath Skills Challenge took place a 

few weeks ago and it was between 5th and 6th 

class for both sports hurling and football and we 

all enjoyed it very much. It was good 

competition and also a bit of fun for the 3 

classes that took part. In the girls there was the 

3 skills for the football the handpass over the 

bar, solo through cones and the kick over the 

bar and that was won by Amy Beggen in 5th 

class but it was very tight as Laura from 6th 

was only 1 point behind so if for some reason 

Amy isn't able to come Laura will take her 

place as a sub. In the girls camogie challenge 

there was 3 skills as well as the football the solo 

through cones the striking on the ground and 

the hitting over the bar and this one was very 

tight in the final score as Anna and Laura were 

in the playoff to see who wins and Anna won 

but if Anna is not able to go it will be Laura 

going. In the boys football it was Jaime who 

won but Eoin missed out by 1 point and in the 

hurling it was really tight because in the final 

there was Ciaran Mulvany, Eoin Doherty, Jamie 

McGuiness and Conor Railleigh. The final was 

striking over the bar and this was the one that 

knocked Eoin and Jamie out of the competition 

but Cíaran and Conor had both scored all of 

them and to see who was going it was a choice 

of a long púc or both names go into a hat. In the 

end it went to names in a hat and the final result 

was Conor had won the hurling competition and 

was going to represent the school in Cusack 

park. The 2 teachers that were doing the 

competition asked Tommy Gallaghar to see if 

the 2 of them could go because there was no 

comparison or a way to break the draw so 

Ciaran and Conor are going to represent the 

school. Although the date is still unknown we 

have to keep practicing for the skills challenge 

because we want to win it as it would be a great 

achievement not just for the 5 of us that are 

going but for the whole school.  
By Ciaran Mulvany 

 

 

Gardening 
On the 25th of march, on friday, the sixth class pupils 
who were not gone to a football match helped 
Ms.Lynch with gardening. They helped turn over the 
soil on the garden beds and some people helped to 
water and move the pea plants to the plant beds while 
the others helped with doing other gardening activities. 
They also helped to weed a different garden bed when 
they finished planting the peas. We look forward to 
doing more gardening here in school! 
By Sophie Malone 

 

Rock your Socks Day!! 

 

April 1st 2022 was Rock your Socks Day in 

Clonmellon National School for Down Syndrome 

Ireland. 6th class made posters for every class to 

give younger students notice before the event took 

place. All classes made a brilliant effort to raise 

money by wearing funky and wacky socks. Almost 

everyone wore in crazy socks, here are the winners 

of the funkiest socks in each class; Junior Infants - 

Jessica Smith, Senior Infants - Molly O'Keeffe, 1st 

Class - John Gaughran, 2nd Class - Micheal 

O’Keeffe, 3rd Class - Nevaeh Walsh, 4th Class - 

Aoife Hand, 5th Class Room 7 - Madison Henry, 

5th Class Room 8 - Sean Hand and last but not least Keelin Conlon in 6th Class. In total we raised €1,017.80. A 

cheque was presented on Monday 4th April to a member of the Westmeath Down Syndrome Group,  the 

proceeds being split between the local Meath and Westmeath groups. We took a lovely photograph  and the 

giant cheque is hanging on the wall in the 6th class room. Well done and thank you to everyone who took part 

in Rock Your Socks Day 2022! By Emeline Hood 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 


